fories in 88

that as of October 31, the

ably pulled off a ffinal coup.
Obliged to -enter| as. Racing
Club unattached, [since their
club no longer exists, their
name will not go on the trophy.
Shettleston, the organisers,
acknowledged - their perfor-
mance, but Fife, who crossed
the line second, hdlf a minute
later, were déclared winners. It

ceased to exist. The

pt.ied by the sport’s .
0 ,dlack of progress

was a bizarre finale for a club -~

which has been almost univer-
sally reviled in five different

starts,

Reebok Racing Club, Racing
Club Edinburgh, Leslie Deans
RC (backed by the former
Hearts chairman), Mizuno RC,
and Favorit RC. Promised
backing from the last of these
did not materialise, and that
proved the final straw.

“If we’d signed that deal, and
got the support, we’d have been
obliged to carry on,” said Rob-
son yesterday, “but the real

cherwas the decisionto axe -

the eight-stage Edinburgh-
Glasgow relay.”

-

The blue jband of the road
season has Been transformed
into what many regard as a
meaningless|event, starting in
Edinburgh &nd finishing at
Falkirk. Racihg Club have won
the E to G an unrivalled 12
times in ‘a {row. “We were
formed in anfattempt to win it,
and to improvye standards,” said
Robson. “Ngbody but us has
won it since.

In that tihe they won the
national roafl relay title nine

“times in 11 Ttempts,land lost

a club comes to the end of the

the national cross-country relay ‘

championships only once, to
Cambuslang. They missed one
edition to contest the English
six-stage championship in
which they were fifth, a record
for a Scottish club. They won

the national cross-country title =

only once (1996), routinely
forced to defer to Cambuslang.
‘Their last official appearance
was the East district cross-
country relay at Kelso, which
they won by two minutes.

The Scally’s course is

unchanged in its 35 ygars, a
yardstick to- measure past
against present. Nat Muir holds
the course record at.21:26,
from 1985. In the past 10 years
only Racing athletes haw} come
within 48 seconds. Faglest in
good conditions on Sajurday
was AC Muir, of Ediyburgh
University, with 22:46. |
Racing’s rump playeq down
their achievement. Sgventh
after the opening leg; from
Dave Gardner, they mgved to
fifth (97 seconds behind Fife)

road

after Max Colligan had picked
off two places, and to second,
just 13 seconds down, when
Campbell took over from Davie
Ross. “That we could win with
none of us breaking 24 minutes
tells how poor standards are
now,” said the 34-year-old
Gardner. Colligan is 35 next
week, Campbell 36, and Ross
was 38 yesterday.

Fife's winning time, 97min
25sec, was the slowest ever.

Results, Digest 10
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Allan Scally X 48-m Shettieston
1R.d;iglubmmad\edl0 Gardner 24.02,

Colligan

1hr 36min Sésec, 2loffical winners| Fife 1:37.25,

)
Cambuslang 1:4441

&8-mierelay.
26,D Ross 24.13,5 Campbell 24.15)
1:39.06: Veteran: Ronhill

road relay chiships

‘Men 1'Aberdeen (G Dee 24:26, M Paddon 25.38,

‘RWainford 26,11, D Buriton 25.20, th overall
141,35, 2 Edinburgh 1:42.52, 3 Strathclyde 1:48.45
15! Sandison

trathctyde | 2938,
32.18, B Philips 28.08) 1:30.04,2
1:38.19, 3 StAndrews 1:40.32

Women's 3x4.8-mile 1 HBT M Clark 27.44,J Clua
ﬂMMJeﬁrEyZQﬂHQ?.Sb.ZBeWW\RR

WRRBJ:MM




EAST END INDEPENDENT

GOOD SHOW FROM
HARRIERS IN RELAY

Shettleston team takes second
spot in Allan Scally memorial race
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Road run-
ners... Seniors
in the Allan
Scally race A
squad featured
Billy Coyle
(pictured right)
and Martin
Graham (far
right).

The team
came in
second overall.
They put on a
great perform-
ance under diffi-
cult conditions.

THE weekend’s bleak wintry
conditions did little to
dampen the enthusiasm of
some of Scotlands best ath-
letic clubs from competing
on East End roads in Sh-
ettleston Harriers’ 35th host-
ing of the Allan Scally Me-
morial relay race.

The 4x1 man relay challenges
athletes with one of the longest
relay stages of 4.75 miles, and
saw Racing Club Edinburgh clock
the fastest time of 1hr:36.56.

Racing Club however have re-
cently disbanded and hence were
running under the title Racing
Club “unattached”, meaning that
the club in 2nd place, Fife AC,
lifted the Allan Scally trophy as
victors with Shettleston Harriers
‘A’ team second overall in a time
of 1hr:39.06.

The A’ squad times were John
MacKay 24:30, Adrian Callan
25:32, Billy Coyle 24:36 and Mar-
tin Graham 24:28.

Five ladies teams competed this
year, with three stages per team.

Hunters Bog Trotters ladies
were first home in 1Thr:29.56.

Anyone wishing to train with
the young athletes this winter
should note that training com-
mences at St Mungos Academy
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
7.00pm to 8.30pm, full details can
be obtained from John McLaren
on: 0141 556 4509.

Hill running, track & field ,
road or country — Shettleston
Harriers compete at every level
— anyone wishing to join us for
competition or just to get fit, con-
tact us via our website at
www.shettlestonharriers.org.uk.




